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court, as every fashionable, exclusive soci-
ety is; but, like every fashionable, exclusive
society, it was a good school for a politician.
Woman was its sovereign; nothing was done
in it but through her and for her.

Well, woman is man's great educator.
She teaches him the charming virtues, po-
liteness, discretion, and the pride which
fears to be importunate. She teaches to
some the art of pleasing; to all, the useful
art of not displeasing. One may learn from
her that society is more delicately com-
posed than the frequenters of primaries
think.

From her one may absorb the idea that
the dreams of sentiment and the shadows of
faith are invincible, and that it is not Reason
which governs the world. It is not Reason
which governs the world, and I suppose that
is why M6rimee, who was a member of the
Senate, an eloquent speaker, and an impres-
sive tactician in debate, said that politics
bored him.

He was, like the Baron Dominique-Vivant
Denon, who was a familiar figure of the court
of Napoleon L and a friend of Josephine,